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November 15, 1996

96-286
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
EIU ENGINEERING DESIGN CONTEST WINNERS

CHARLESTON -- Eastern Illinois University hosted its seventh annual
Engineering Design Contest, which began with the testing of products and ended
with an awards ceremony on the EIU campus.
The contest, held Oct. 31, was co-sponsored by Worldwide Youth in
Science and Engineering (WYSE) and the pre-engineering department at Eastern.
More than 245 students from 14 area high schools competed in the contest.
Prior to the competition, students on each team were involved in the designing,
building and testing of four different project devices which had to match specifications provided in this year's design guide.
The four projects tested this year included a toothpick bridge, a taxi, a
launching device and a tractor pull.
First- and second-place went to Chrisman and Mt. Pulaski high schools, with
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Eisenhower (Decatur), Marshall and Altamont high schools receiving third-, fourthand fifth-place, respectively.
The team from Chrisman High School, consisting of Chris
Garwood, Jim Spesard and Joe Spesard, placed first in the launch project.
The team from Marshall High School, consisting of Marty Boyd, Matt
Meehling and Kate Yargus, placed first in the taxi project.
The team from Altamont High School, consisting of Jason Wendling and
Caleb Wolff, placed first in the tractor pull project, as well as the wild card.
Altamont's team also won the wild card, which is an extemporaneous
project given to participants the day of competition.
Chris Garwood from Chrisman High School placed first in the bridge project.
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